The Need for a Clear anc accurats explanation.

(mildren need to be accurately informed about their parent's
condition. They need to kncw whnere their parent is and why. They neec

ro know the concrete detalils of their parent's life and be raassured as
ro their parent's sarety arnc well being.

Often adults will try to hicde the facts from the chilé fearing that
he will not retand or will react with distress. Often parents wWCITY
they are in priscn, the childé will stop loving

In fact, children uncers tand the notion of wrengdoing anc cunisment
very well. In their ~orlé pecple are always doing thincs they have Dbeen
acked nct to, anéd frequently get punishec as a result.: Prchlems arise when
the child feels the parent's separaticn is scmencw hig fault anc intergrets
the parent's separation as a rejecticn, Unless given information to the
contrary, a chilc is likely to think that a varent leit Cecause the chilc
nimeelf was nauchty; perhaps he didn't eat his dinmer or G0 ©O bed on time.
wven if told that the parent had to GO away hecause the carent cid scmethiing
wreag, a childé micht believe rhat samenhow, he too was at faulct. '

. Often acults will ~ffer false explanaticns for their azsence saving
that they are away at school or in the hospital. Hcwever, such explanaticns
create more problems than they solve. Fcr example, if a parent is away at
cchool whny can't she come home on weekencs, holidays cr tirthcdays: If M@

" ig in the hospital, wny doesn't she get better and ccme home?

The best course cf acticn 1s ra tell the child the tzuty, ealiing
into account his level of unéerstancing.

For example, a chilcd can understané that his garent 1s being zunisnec
for "taking scrething that didn't belong t£o him" or "taat Ha got ints & £
amd hurt scmecne." Each circumstance is Gifferent, but with sate st o0 b U

rhe child can be cffered an explanation that reoresants the situatich
with accuracy. As the child matures, ané raises cuestions, TCIS inScrmation
can be cffered.
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The very test perscn TO explain cha cirommstances O InCarTIIATICR LS
the parent nimself. Irdeed, cther acults may nCT ety What happenes, Or Tay

c~msent. Ecwever, Cice &4 evolanaticn 1s cffered, cther sicniZicanT acdults
can follcw the parent's leaé ané ke availarle t2 clarise cznfusicls anc
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answer guescicrs.

he invading a parent's privacy iZ they offer an exg lanaticn withcut the paren-
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