
The Need for a Clear ancd Accurate Explanation.

Children need to be accurately informed about their parent's
conditicn. They need to kncw where their parent is and why. They neec

to know the concrete details of their parent's life and be raassured as

to their parent's safety anc well being.

Often adults will try to hide the facts from the chilé fearing that

he will not understand or will react with distress. Often parents woITy

that if their child knows they are in priscn, the child will stop leving

ané respecting them.

In fact, children understand the notion of wrengéoing ané punismment
very well., In their worldé pecple are always doing thincs they have been

asked nct to, ané frequently Jet punished as a result.: Drchlems arise when

the child feels the parent's separaticn is scmehcw his Sault anc intergrets

the parent's separaticn as a rejecticn Unless given information to the

contrary, a chilé is likely ©© think that a parent left because tha ‘ehild

himself was naushty; perhaps he didn't. eat his dinner or ¢ © bed on time.

tven if told that the parent had to go away because tie parent éid scmething

wreag, a child micht believe that scmehow, he toco was at Eait,

.
Often adults will offer false explanaticns for their absence saving

that they are away at school or in the hospital. Hcwever, such explanaticns
create more problems than they solve. Fcr example, if a parent is away at

schcol wiy can't she come hcme on weekencs, holidays cr tirthéayst If ¥om

"

is in the hospital, why doesn't she get better ané ccre heme?

The best course cf acticn is to tell the child the twath, taking

into account his level of unéerstancing.

For example, a child can understané that his garent is beine =unishec
for "taking scrething that dida't kelong to him" or "taat Rl oot insc & £

ané hurt scwecne." Each circumstance is Gifferent, but with scme cht

the child can be cffered an explanation that represents the situatich

with accuracv. As the child matures, ané raises Questions, TOre taformarion

can be cffered.

The very test perscn €2 explain thecircstances of Lweawaseaiion 139

the parent nimself. Indeed, cther adults may nct XnCW Wiac kappened, Cr Tay

me invading a parent's privacy if they offer an evplanaticn withcut the zarent

consent.  Ecwever, cice & evplanaticn is cffered, cther sicnificant adults

can follcw the pavent's lead ané ke available to clariZy confusicons anc

angwer questicns.
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