
LEONARD E. READ
1898—1983

With deep regret, we note the passing of our founder and president,
Leonard E. Read.

Born in rural Michigan, Leonard returned there after service in
World War I to open a wholesale produce business.

In 1925 he moved with his wife and two sons to California and
soon became active in chamber of commerce work, serving as man-

ager of the Western Division and later as General Manager of the
Los Angeles Chamber for six years.

In 1945 Leonard came to New York as Executive Secretary of the
National Industrial Conference Board. His dream, however, was of
an independent organization to stand uncompromisingly for freedom.
The Foundation for Economic Education is the result.
His lifelong devotion to human freedom amounted to an obsession.

He sought a better understanding of freedom and worked to expound
it with ever greater clarity and persuasiveness. The methodology he
stressed was based on self-improvement—let each person work on
himself and present society with one improved unit.

The Foundation for Economic Education was born out of Leonard’s
original vision. It attests to the integrity and passion with which he
served that vision; it is the monument by which he will be remem-
bered—and that’s the way he would want it. Leonard stood tall, and
FEE is his lengthened shadow.
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The Stranglehold of ‘“Big Business” Charles Dykes
The large business enterprise, for all its faults, is vital in the defense
of liberty.

Primitivism: The Thrust of
Government Intervention Clarence B. Carson

The intrusion of government into market activities leads back toward
the primitive life.

The Academy versus the Market Place John Hospers
Concerning the reasons for the antipathy of the academic profes-
sion toward the free market.

Unemployment in Puerto Rico Hans F. Sennhqlz
A classic instance of the harmful consequences of good but mis-

guided intentions.

Abundance and Scarcity Ben Barker
An examination of opposing views about the nature and distribution
of wealth.
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“At the Eye of the Storm: James Watt and the Environmentalists” by
Ron Arnold
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“USSR: The Corrupt Society” by Konstantin M. Simis
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“Development Without Aid: Growth, Poverty and Government” by
Melvyn B. Krauss
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“Privatizing the Public Sector: How to Shrink Government” by E. S.
Savas
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