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June 24, 1998

His Hlghness Shaikh Jaber al-Ahmad aluéﬂbah
Kair of Kuwait :
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Your Highness: |
I am wriung to express Huiman nghts? Watclt's profound -concern over the
alarming Increase in the hmposition ofjthe death penalty by Kuwalt's State
Security Court. Between jute 5 and Jung 19, sixteen Ivagi aid Palestinian men
were condemned to death for collnborath\:g with the jraqi ogcupation forces, We
are deeply troubled by this ominous new:wrend, especially fince these sentences
were lmposed without sufficient adherande to internatioinal standards, which set
strict conditions for applylng the death pdnalty, We appealito Your Highness to
commnute the death sentences and to acetord all those sentenced by the State
Security Court full judicial reviews in acdgovdance with internsti~nal safeguards
of fair trialy and basic principles of justice, f

t
We are alarmed by the fact that Kuwgit has t'ccmnl)’ arvied out the [first
execution since 198(.). Gn May B, Ahdel-Rehman Hasan Khali, an lragl national,
was exccuted by hanging. He had beej ;emenced to di¢ by the Seate Security
Court for collaborating with the Iragi ocgupiers. In addition, Shaikh Sa'ad al-
Abdnlla, Crown Prince and Prime Ministef, and Shalkh Sabal al-Abmad, Deputy
Prune Minlster and Minlster of Foreign Affhirs, have recenty atated that Kuwait
Intends_to carry out other death sentences,
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sertous human rights violations. Howevm?, these efforts should ot be permiued

o compromise defendants’ riiglm, cspecially the striet standards for the

application of the death penalty in countries such as Kuwait where that
punishment is still lawlul. |
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We commend the Kuwaltl government fpr jts Frequemly stated willingness to
conduct the trials of suspocted collaboratérs 1 accordance with basic standards
of justice, Such statements arve an lmportain Indleation that the government does
not intend o rebulld the nation on a foundation of disrespect for essential rights.
However, it 1s regrettable that in practicd some of those tonvicted by the State
Sacurlty Court have not veceived fair trigls. Especlally troubling 1s that those
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sentenced to death for collaboration liave not been accorded the sreclal

LRI TR LT LT e o A

SETRERY "N X A 'l"'""{"' - hta, W '\.“\.‘Jl’“'

Hivan Righes Wateh b g it -Rgr g ofy ull"-irmw

|
]
¥
b
e thﬁ—u—m Bt " L - e

131268172608 2




