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June 24, 1998

His Highness Shaikh Jaber al-Ahmad al#nbah
Fmir of Kuwalt
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Your Highness: |

I am writing to express Human R(ghts? Watcl’s profound concern over the
alarming Increase in the hmposition of the death penalty by Kuwalt's State
Security Court. Between jute 5 and Jung 19, sixteen lvagi aiid Palestinian men
were condemned to death for collnboratlnfg with the jraqi ogcupation forces, We
are deeply troubled by this ominous naw:tend, especially dince these sentences
were lmposed without sufficient adherande to international standards, which set
strict conditions lor applylng the death pdnalty. We appeatto Your Highness to
cominute the death sentences and to actord all those sentenced by the State
Security Court full judicial reviews in actovdance with internati~nal sateguards
of fair trials and basic principles of justice, ;

t
We are alarmed by the fact that Kuwgit has xecemly carrvied out the first
execution rince 198(;. Qn May B, Ahdel-Rphmnan [Hasan Khali, an Iragl national,
was exccuted by hanging., Fe had been temenced to die by the State Security
Court lor collaborating with the Iraqi ocgupiers. In agditon, Shaikh Sa'ad al-
Abdaifa, Crown Prince and Prime Mlniste'_, and Shalkh Sabah al-Ahmiad, DeputyPrime Minlster and Minlster of Foreign Affairs, have recently atated that Kuwait
Intendsto carry out other death sentencss,
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serious human rights violauons. However, these elforts shiould 1ot be permitted
o compromise defendants’ vights, especially the strict standards for the
application of the death penafity in countrles such as Kuwait where that
punishment is still lawful. ;

We commend the Kuwalt government for jts Frequomly stated willingness 1o
conduct the trials of suspected collnboratérs [ accordance with basic standards
of justice, Such statements are an imporenin Indleation that the government does
not fntend o rebulld the nation o A (bznzléatican of disrespect for essential rights.However, it Is regrettable that In practicd some of those tonvicted by the State
Securlty Court have not veceived fair trigls. Especially troubling is that those

¢sentenced to death for collaboration liave not been accorded the s‘»ecialoo aa fawl et
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