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Di .lD Concerm.ns Continontal Sbclt' and ~~mtorial Wo.to.ra 

Ri"' s A•l.l.G of AU(lUSt 7, 1967 

l. A bill to define Brazil' a continental sholf oncl sw01"8l bills pro-
postn::~ the extension oi' Brazil's terr1tol."ie.l wo.ters up to 200 miles have 
boen :intl'odl.l.Ced 1n the Cbamoo:r of Deputieo. b bills be.Ye been BppJ:OVed 
by tbG Const i t ution end Justice Ccmnittea, whioll considered only their 
coostitllti aanlity. Uo&rings coocamiflG the merits of the propoG8la 131.lBt 
yet be :ieUJ by the Foroian Relations, Econau:i.c, and Nationnl 6ecun:~ 
Ca:rnitt,,oao Wit.h only three voets romoinin[l in the present COlJGl"OSGional 
seasion1 ney f'inal action on tbe10 bill.a will al.moat bavo to 
await tln ne:tt scasion which be{51ns in Uarch 1$)68. 

2. C011ti10Dtal Shelf. b purposc of tbia bill ii to define tho tem 
Cont'irna l Shelf @tfoma submorina) uhich is mentioned, but not 
claboru~ upon, in the Conatitution (Article 4, ptll'QGl'aph III) aa . 
beJ.onsiDG ·.-o tho nation. T110 bill baa ooen urawn up so it uill not 
couflict ui th the convention on the Cootinentnl 6belf signed in April 
1950 at the Geneva Confaronco on tho Lnw of the Gea. The Foreign 
Balationo Cc::cittee nc,. baa study the four conventions (fcnitorial 
Uators, 6eflB, Z.'iallilla and Consel'Vo.tion of Live Reaoureea of tho 
JliGh Sou, an'l Continental Shelf) s:Lancd at that Conference. fiJC report 
oi the Consti,ution nnd Justice Ca:mittce zieguects tho Foroian Roiations 
Cal1litteo to c.ircful.ly edit tho bill to i nsure tbo~ is no conflict 
'botllcen it aru1 tho appropriato Genova. Convent ion. 

~. i'Gffitorial \Tatora. Decree-Law Ilo. 44 of Uovember l.O, 1966, defined 
llraziilaii terrlt.onai waten u 11x J:llles witll an a.aJooent aiY. milo 
zcne in which Br81 U bu cr.:ol.Uaive tishiDa d Gbt,tl ::wa ,juriaclicti01'1 oan,. 
cOffl1na preventioo and l'OPNeaioD 01· custau; fiBcal, aam.tor.v, and 

ExellJptCild. fl'an Autanatic Decontrol. 
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~ tion. violo.ticma. D:IJla Jl'O»c•q the r evocation of tlli3 iw 
and tbe e:Ktanaion of temt.orill. -waters to 12, J.00, and 000 mUea wivo 
been introduced by Doputiea frcm iio Oronde do Cul state vho cont1nuo 
to bo e<mol'lled ,lith the operation of a Scwiot f i abizla fleet oft tho 
coast oi' southern Brull (llGf OMDeed fliraram). 1'he »z'OPOlals receiVGd 
a t aYOl'Bble repol't fran tba CoutituUc:a and JusticG Caim.tteo • s 
rapJ;IOl"teur, Deputy Luiz N11IAl1$ (AmllA,..Dabia) , ,ibo 41d not 11m1t hitl-
eol.f to 01111' tho conat:Ltut:LaMlJ.iv" of tbo proposal.a. In 41scu.sains 
tbG f ail.ure of tbo 1958 aud. l ~ Genffa Ccoferonces to ieach oaroecaat 
on tl» e:ttent of temtomal we.tors be mted that 11ho result could 
ll0t llave bGen otbervise bocauao confONnee parti cipants wero "on the 
one band, poor oountrieo, with Gli."'tonaive coaatlinos1 like Brazil t or 
e~31Ple, and on the othor band, rich mtions, hi~ industrialized., 
11th pc,wemil fisb1JJG floets. Dulao otatos., obvio~, could not be 
~ut.aeate4 in tb0 incrcuG ot tuntorial. sea l:bnitl bi the roat of tba 
Clutal atates." lie allo tbe Brazilian ;Junst Celao cle Al.bllli~ 
1-1a-0•s atataaent i.t tcm1:to.rial Um!.ta are ''at bottall, a tiGht boWGtll 
ric., and J1DQ1- ~t1ona. b 1li08t adv-=84 ootiona need to fish off tbD 
cou'ia of tme1'Pl countriea tba\ ...,_ bavo the mmaa to compata witb 
advarnod uatt01l8." A~ camluikJd tbat tbG:re vu notbina in 1ntoz-
mtioL1l 1aw to p&'Ohibit a nat!Ql frm unilatorall.1 01~tendil:la its 
tenitc.'l'ial. limits ca laaa u it did not violo.te tbe :lntel'eata of 
ne~iJJU coutol. stat.ea. 

4. 1'he J?eD8 hu rep01'ted tbat NavJ t.Jiaiater h.lm1n1 Auausto l'W>Jil.WQill 
and Ai.lmSal. Sal,Jtmba da CW,tA, President ot the ilaval. Club and Prwlidaa 
ot tbe Poua.datian foz, Stwliea ot tbe Saa, have cpokml out against the 
pl'CJ.P0l&la tt, e:rtend tho Um.ta Of tealtarial vaten. Badanalr.or 

o,..1)08Gd '1XI WIUN not GDly brJoauao Dna1l boa net :rec~wl 
~•• e'.~100 ot tenlt.orial. w-ll'liero 1;o 2CO m1l.u, but olso 
\.rm fllPO\'al. of 1Uah a propal wcul4 Wl'Qen t.bD 1aYJ with roapoNS.,. 
biU.tioa i t 1a unnbla to cttlCbArga.· C'.QbGl'9sa ia c1rlll1ns the Fore1an 
Obtoe 1uto tl1'l quoat10n cu two fltoata: oppoaiticm J>aput, Ant&io mms«.I11 
(110 Oranclo do L'\ul.) bu l9Cplae4 \brl.t lta:.aro.ty 1nt01m tbe 1dWa1; 
&Rl.c.• 1' ........ .,,,,,. 1ono, .,...1.1 tiabiJII °" as.o Onnde 4o 11a1.s· 
Ind lo."""' ltlaticu QI :-...· _,_ ,._.. Glllll (Im, SID.ta C.,.. 
-. •nn114 lit will ..... -., 1be fCllaSOl l•11Dlate.a' _. 1ibl 
m BocLce Affam ot 11ao amoe •s-tU't 1»otaa 1da ccmn1ttee 
00Dael'lm'6 BnzU ' • 80UCIII orer ~•o e:1'GUioa of it, · tae1W vaton. . . 

' 
,. Canm! 

!hC:I Chatman ot ._ CQutitutSQC 804 cTuatice ec.tttoe, 1>.jalma MAIDltO 
6\"lllde 4o Bone) lau told tbe Polit iool ColJDMJ.ar tbal ho 
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~cts oventual. pauage oi' tbo bill concerni.D.u the continental abolf, 
but strot,ialY doubts that COllGJ.'O~• would approve extenaion of Brazil•• 
te~itorial waters. '1'ha tonibial µnu.ts coul d, houovoi-, cauae 
conaiderabl.e debate since the iaaue lenda itaelf to nationnlistic 
'JX1)lo1tation in the mora uomral contru:t of the conflict between 
developed and unclel"dOvelopod nations. The Uavy' s col)Cl'GSlional lla~IOn 
cfflcei• l.nformad an :&nbals,y Ofticer tbat he o:xpacted considerable 
e~utrcwe1.'9Y over tho iSIUO when C0l1Gl'8Saiol1al heariDGII boGin• 

6. For Buenos Aires: We would be inteioated in lmawinG whether Soviet 
tiahiDa f'lotta have altered tbeir opero.tioJla in ue,entine waten oa '1 
result ot the e:;:tonaion or territorial wa.tors to roo mllea. 
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