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L To recommend in consultation with the recognized political parties, the
quantities of the following items to be provided to recognised political
partics or to the ~andidates set up by them taking into considerations
the geographical features and means of communications available etc,
namely:-

(a) For recognised political parties:

(iy Suitable rant-free accommodation for its headquarters.

(i Ore rent-free telephene, with Subscriber Trunk Dialing facility
with a sgecified number of telephone calls over and above the
free calls permitted to any subscriber.

(i) The amount cf time to be distributed on private cable television
retwork and electronic media.

——~
(3]

Fcr Candicates of racognized Farties:

~

(i} Specified cuantity of petroi/diesel.

(i) Specifiec quantity of paper for printing.

(i) Postal stamps of a certain specified amount

(iv) For an assembly election, one set of loudspeakers and for a
parliamentary election, one set of loudspeakers for every

- assembly segment, subject tc a maximum of six such sets.

vj For ar zssembly clection, one telephone with a specifiea
number of free calls, and for a parliamentary election, at the
rate of cne telephone for every assembly segment, subject 10 a
maximum of six telephones.

(vi) On the Zay of pell, some mirimum arrangements may be made

for the candidates’ camps at each polling station.

{vit) Supply of refreshments and food packets to the counting

agents irsice the counting hall.

II. To work cut the Scheme of distribution of the above said items so as
to be in conscrnance with the Commission’s constitutional responsibility
for concucting fr2e and fair elections.

2l A brief history leading to the above proposal is as under.
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et President of India in his address to the Joint Session of the Parliament on
7.6.2004 has inter-alia stated that as part of the Government’s commitment to
electoral reforms, it will consider steps to. introduce State Funding of Elections. .
State Funding of Elections is also one of the items of the NCMP of the UPA.

4, Department has observed that the growing role of money power in
election and dubious means of collecting money for elections is one of the
negative influences that have crept into the electoral system, generating the

need for corrective measures.

5. In 1972, the Joint Parliamentary Committee on Amendments to Election
Law had suggested that steps should be initiated so that the burden of legitimate
election expenses as are borne by a candidate or a political party are
progressively shifted to the State. Subsequently, the matter was considered by a
couple of Committees and also the Law Commission of India, who have given

their suggesticns.

6. Subseqguently, pursuant to a decision taken at an all-party meeting held on
22.5.1998, the Central Government constituted a Committee under the
Chairmanship of late Shri Indrajit Gupta to examine the pattern of State funding
in other countries where it is in vogue and suggest corcrete proposals for
providing State funding to candidates set up by recognised political parties. The
said Committee has recommended, inter-alia, partial State
funding of eiecticns, in kind only, to recognised pclitical parties and to the
candicates set up by them. The Commitiee while recommending facilities to be
given te the recognised pclitical parties and candidates of these pclitical parties
inclucing talephcre, accommodation, specified quantity of diesel, airtime etc.
also recommended creatior of a separate Election Fund to which the Central
Governmernt may contribute at the rate of Rs.10/- per elector i.e. about Rs.600/-
crores annually and the State Gevernments may also contribute proportionately a
sum of Rs.600 crcres annually to the Funa. As far as the recommendations of
the Indrajit Gupta committee on Part (b) of its terms cf reference is congerned,
the Election and Other Relatec Laws {Amendment) Act, 2003 has been enacted.

7. Basec on the above recommendations of the Indrajit Gupta Committee,
comments/views of the State Governments and Union Territeries and the ECI
had been sclicited. Except the State of Arunachal Pradesh, Haryana, Karnataka,
Rajasthan and Tamil Nadu and UT of Pondicherry, most of the States are
prepared tc accept the recommendation of the Indrajit Gupta Committee,
provided that the entire funding be done by the Central Government.

8. On the direction of PM, an approach paper was prepared by the
Department for seeking directicns of the Coordination Committee of the UPA on
the following, on 9.8.2004:
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(i) Whether the provisions of the ‘Election and Other Related Laws
(Amendment) Act, 2003 for equitable sharing of time on private cable
television network and electronic media, which is pending
implementation, maybe implemented? ,

(i) Whether the State funding to political parties may be provided in kind
only, as recommended by the Committee on State Funding.of Election
(Indrajit Gupta Committee); and if so, the Ccordination Committee
may indicate the nature of facilities to be provided or may indicate
from the list of following facilities recommended by the Commlttee on

State Funding of Elections:-
(a) For recognised political parties:

(i) Suitable rent-free accommodation for its headquarters.

(i) One rent-free telephone, with Subscriber Trunk Dialing facility
with a specified number of teiephone calls over and above the
free cails permitted to any subscriber.

(2) For Candidates of recognized Parties:

(i) Specified quantity of petrol/diesel.

(i) Specified quantity of paper for printing.

(i) Postal stamps of a certain specified amount.

(iv)  Fecr an assembly electicn, one set of loudspeakers and for a
parfiamentary election, orne set of joudspeakers for every
assembly segment, subiect to a maximum cf six such sets.

(v) For an assembly election, one telephone with a specified
number of free calls, and for a parliamentary election, at the
rate of cne telephcne for every assembly segment, subject to a
maximum of six telephones.

(vi)  On the cay of poll, some minimum arrangements may te made
for the candicates’ camps at each polling station.

(vii)  Supply of refreshments and food packets to the counting
agents insice the counting hall.

(i)  Coordiration Ccmmittee may direct any other system or combination
of systems cf State Funding cf Elections.

S); On 16.12.2C04, the L=cisletive Department has been informed that the
matter has been discussed in the UPA Coordination Committee and the
Department may finalise that zropcsal. In view of the above, Ministry has stated
that the items suggestad oy the Committee on State Funding of Elections may be
censicered for implementumcn. The Ccmmittee has envisaged Election Fund of
Rs.1200 crores. With z five vear ncrmal cycle of elections, a sum of Rs.6000
crores shall cover for all Gereral Eiecticns to the Legislative Assemblies and the

Lok Sabha.
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10.  Rule 90 of the Conduct of Election Rules, 1961 provides for a maximum
permissible expenditure of Rs.25 lakhs in case of Parliamentary Constituency and
Rs.10 lakh in case of an Assembly Constituency. ECI has recognised 6 political
parties ‘nationally’ and 45 political parties as ‘State parties. The ‘State parties’ in
their respective States and National Parties in whole of the country will be 2ligible
for State funding irrespective of their area of influence. A rough estimate of the
legally permissible expenditure by all the candidates contesting elections to the
Lok Sabha and Legislative Assemblies works out to Rs.4000 crores. The part of
the recommendation regarding to accommodation/telephone may not demand
allocation of huge resources. However, it is stated that allocation of time on
cable television would involve buying broadcast time on the private network or
empowering the ECI with the necessary powers. :

11. Under sub-section (1) of section 78B of the Representation of the People

. Act, 1951, it is-provided that provisions for supply of ‘such items’ by the ECI as

are decided in consultation with it by the Central Government, to the electcrs or
to the candidates set up by the recognised political parties. This has aiready
been made and many of the items suggested by the Committee in State Funding
of Elections [para 1(I) (t} akcve] for candidates of recognized political parties
will be cavered and noc amendment of the above Act would be required for giving
effect to any decision on sucply of items of funding in kind.
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L. To recommend in consultation with the recognized political parties, the
quantities of the following items to be provided to recognised political
partics or to the <andidates set up by them taking into consideraticns
the geographical features and means of communications available etc,
namely:-

(a) For recognised political parties:

(i}  Suitable rent-free accommodation for its headquarters.

(iiy Ore rent-free telephcne, with Subscriber Trunk Dialing facility
with a specified numter of telephone calls over and above =he
rree calls permitted to any subscriber.

(ifi) The amount cf time to be distributed on private cable television
retwork and electronic media.

(o For Candicates sf recogrized Parties;

i} Specified cuantity of petroi/diesel.

i) Specified quantity of paper for printing.

Postal stamps of a certain specified amount

For an assembly election, one set of loudspeakers and for a

parliamentary election, one set of loudspeakers for every

assembly segment, subject tc a maximum of six such sets.

(v) For an zssemily clection, one telephone with a speciiica
number of free calls, and for a partiamentary election, art the
rate of cne telephone for every assembly segment, subject o :
maximum of six telephones.

(vi) On the cay of zall, some minimum arrangements may be made
for the candidates’ camps at each polling station.

(vii) Supply of refreshments and food packets to the counting

agents insice the counting hall.

I1. To work cut the Schame of distribution of the above said items so as
to be in consonance with the Commission’s constitutional responsibility
for conducting free and fair electiors.

2. A brief history leading to the above propoesal is as under.
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2 President of India in his address to the Joint Session of thé Parliament on
7.6.2004 has inter-alia stated that as part of the Government’s commitment to
electoral reforms, it will consider steps to introduce State Furding of Elections.
State Funding of Elections is alsc one of the items of the NCMP of the UPA.

4, Department has observed that the growing role of money power in
election and dubious means of collecting money for elections is one of the
negative influences that have crept into the electoral system, generating the

need for corrective measures.

5. In 1972, the Joint Parliamentary Committee on Amendments tc Election
Law had suggested that steps should be initiated so that the burden of legitimate
election expenses as are borne by a candidate or a political party are
progressively shifted to the State. Subsequently, the matter was considered by a
couple of Committees and also the Law Commission of India, who have given

their suggesticns.

6. Subsequently, pursuant to a decisicn taken at an all-party meeting held on
22.5.1998, the Central Gevernment corstituted a Committee under the
Chairmanship of late Shri Indrajit Gupta to examine the pattern of State funding
in other countries where it is in vogue and suggest concrete prcposals for
providing State funding to candidates set up by recognised political parties. The
said Committes has recommended, inter-alia, partial State
furdina of electicns, in kind only, to recognised pclitical parties and to the
candicates set up by them. The Committee while recommending facilities to be
given tc the recognised political parties and candidates of these pclitical parties
inclucing talechere, accommodation, specified quantity of diesel, airtime etc.
also recommended creation of a separate Election Fund to which the Central
Government may contribute at the rate of Rs.10/- per elector i.e. about Rs.60C/-
crores annually and the Stats Governments may also contribute proportionately a
sum of Rs.600 crcres annually to the Fund. As far as the recommendations of
the Indrajit Gupta committee on Part (b) of its terms cf reference is congerned,
the Election ard Other Relatec Laws (Amendment) Act, 2003 has been enacted.

7 Basec on the above recommendaticns of the Indrajit Gupta Cemmittee,
comments/views of the State Governments and Union Territories and the ECI
had been sclicited. Except the State of Arunachal Pradesh, Haryana, Karnataka,
Rajasthan and Tamil Nadu and UT of Pondicherry, most of the States are
prepared toc accept the recommendation of the Indrajit Gupta Ceommittee,
provided that the entire funding be done by the Central Government.

8. On the directicn of PM, an approach paper was prepared by the
Department for seeking directicns of the Coordination Committee cf the UPA on
the following, on 9.8.2004: :
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) Whether the provisions of the Election and Other: Related Laws
(Amendment) Act, 2003 for equitable sharing of time on private cable
television network and electronic media, which is pending
implementation, maybe implemented?

(i) Whether the State funding to political parties may be provided in kind
only, as recommended by the Committee on State Funding of Election
(Indrajit Gupta Committee); and if so, the Ccordination Committee
may indicate the nature of facilities to be provided or may indicate
from the list of following facilities recommended by the Commlttee on

State Funding of Elections:-
(a) For recognised political parties:

() Suitable rent-free accommodation for its headquarters.

(it) One rent-free telephone, with Subscriber Trunk. Dialing facility
with a specified number of telephone calls over and above the
free cails permitted to any subscriber.

(c) For Candidates of recognized Parties:

(i) Specified quantity of petrol/diesel.

(ii) Specified quantity of paper for printing.

(iii)  Postal stamps of & certain specified amount.

(iv}  For an assembly election, one set of loudspeakers and for a
parliamentary election, ore set of loudspeakers for every
assembly segment, subiect to a maximum cf six such sets.

(v} For an assembly election, one telephcone with a specified
number of free calls, and for a parliamentary election, at the
rate of cre telephene for every assembly segment, subject to a
maximum of six telephones.

(vi)  On the cay of poll, some minimum arrangements may be made
for the candicates’ camps at each polling station.

(viiy  Supply of refreshments and food packets to the counting
agents inside the counting hall.

(i)  Cocrdiration Ccmmittee may direct any other system or combination
of systems of State Funding cf Elections.

9. On 16.12.2CC4, the L=cislative Cepartment has been informed that the
matter has been discussed in the UPA Coordination Committee and the
Department may firalise that gropcsal. In view of the above, Ministry has stated
that the items suggestad ov the Committee on State Funding of Elections may be
consicered for implemerntzticn. The Ccmmittee has envisaged Election Fund of
Rs.1200 crores. With a five year ncrmal cycle of elections, a sum of Rs.6000
crores shall cover fcr all General Eiecticns to the Legislative Assemblies and the

Lok Sabha.
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10.  Rule 90 of the Conduct of Election Rules, 1961 provides for a maximum
permissible expenditure of Rs.25 lakhs in case of Parliamentary Constituency and
Rs.10 lakh in case of an Assembly Constituency. ECI has recognised 6 political
parties ‘nationally’ and 45 political parties as ‘State parties. The ‘State parties’ in
their respective States and National Parties in whole of the country will be 2ligible
for State funding irrespective of their area of influence. A rough estimate of the
legally permissible expenditure by all the candidates contesting elections to the
Lok Sabha and Legislative Assemblies works out to Rs.4000 crores. The part of
the recommendation regarding to accommodation/telephone may not demand
allocation of huge resources. However, it is stated that allocation of time on
cable television would involve buying broadcast time on the private network or
empowering the ECI with the necessary powers.

11. Under sub-section (1) of section 78B of the Representation of the People
Act, 1951, it is provided that provisions for supply of ‘such items’ by the ECI as
are decided in consultation with it by the Central Government, to the electcrs or
to the candidates set up by the recognised political parties. This has aiready
been made and many of the items suggested by the Committee in State Funding
of Elections [para 1(I) (o} above] for candidates of recognized political parties
will be covered and no amendment of the above Act would be required for giving
effact to any decisicn on supply of items of funding in kind.
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L To recommend in consultation with the recognized political parties, the
quantities of the following items to be provided to recognised political
parties or to the candidates set up by them taking into consideraticns
the geographical features and means of communications available etc,
namely:-

(a) For recognised political parties:

(i} Suitable rent-free accommodation for its headquarters.

(i) One rent-free telephcne, with Subscriber Trunk Dialing facilivy
with a specified numter of telephone calis over and above the
free calls permitted to any subscriber.

(i) The amount cf time to be distributed on private cable television
network and electronic media.

(o) For Candicates of recognized Farties;

(i) Specified quantity of petrei/diesel.

Ui} Specified quantity of pager for printing.

(it} Postal stamps of a certain specified amount

{iv) Fer an assembly election, one set of loudspeakers and for a
pariiamentary election, one set of loudspeakers for every

- assembly segment, subiect to a maximum of six such sets.

(V) For an assembly Sieclicn, one telephone with a speciiied
number of free calls, and for a parliamentary election, at the
rate of cne telephone for every assembly segment, subject to a
maximum of six teleprenes.

{vi) On the Cay of pall, some mirimum arrangements may be mace

. for the candidates’ camps at each polling station.

(vit) Supply of refreshiments and food packets to the counting
agents inside the counting hall.

11, To work cut the Scheme of distribution of the above said items so as
to be in conscnance with the Commission’s constitutional responsibility
for conducting free and fair electiors,

2. A brief history leading to the ahove propesal is as under.
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3. President of India in his address to the Joint Session of the Parliament on
7.6.2004 has inter-alia stated that as part of the Government’s commitment to
electoral reforms, it will consider steps to introduce State Funding of Elections.
State Funding of Elections is alsc one of the items of the NCMP of the UPA.

4. Department has observed that the growing role of money power in
election and dubious means of collecting money for elections is one of the
negative influences that have crept into the electoral system, generating the

need for corrective measures.

5. In 1972, the Joint Parliamentary Committee on Amendments tc Election
Law had suggested that steps should be initiated so that the burden of legitimate
election expenses as are borne by a candidate or a political party are
progressively. shifted to the State. Subsequently, the matter was considered by a
couple of Committees and also the Law Commission of India, who have given

their suggesticns. .

6. Subse%entl\// pursuant to a decisicn taken at an all-party meeting held on
22.5.1998, the Certral Government constituted a Committee under the
Chairmanship of late Shri Indrajit Gupta to examine the pattern of State funding
in other countries where it is in vogue and suggest concrete proposals for
providing State funding te candidates set up by recognised political parties. Tne
said Committee has recommended, inter-alia, partial State
furding of electicns, in kind only to recognised pclitical parties and to the
candidates set uc by them. The Committee while recommending facilities to be
aiven te the recognised political parties and candidates of these pclitical parties
inclucing t2lechore, accommedation, specified quantity of diesel, airtime etc.
alsc recommended creation of a separate Election Fund to which the Central
Government may contribute at the rate of Rs.10/- per elector i.e. abcut Rs.600/-
crores annually and the State Governments may also contribute proport.onatelv a
sum of Rs.600 crcres annually to the Fund. As far as the recommendations of
the Indrajit Gupta ccmmittee cn Part (b) of its terms of reference is concerned,
the Election and Other Relatec Laws (Amendment) Act, 2003 has been enacted.

7. Based on the ahove recommendaticns of the Indrajit Gupta Committee,
comments/views of the State Governments and Union Territeries and the ECI
had been solicited. Except the State of Arunachal Pradesh, Haryana, Karnataka,
Rajasthan and Tamil Nadu and UT of Pondicherry, most of the States are
prepared tc accept the recommendation of the Indrajit Gupta Committee,
provided that the entire funding be done by the Central Government.

3. On the direction of PM, an approach paper was prepared by the
Department for seeking directicns of the Coordmatlon Committee cf the UPA on

the following, on 9.8.2004:

J,/
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() Whether ‘the provisions of the Election and Other Related Laws
(Amendment) Act, 2003 for equitable sharing of time on private cable
television network and electronic media, which is pending
implementation, maybe implemented?

(i) Whether the State funding to political parties may be provided in kind
only, as recommended by the Committee on State Funding of Election
(Indrajit Gupta Committee); and if so, the Ccordination Committee
may indicate the nature of facilities to be provided or may indicate
from the list of following facilities recommended by the Commlttee on

State Funding of Elections:-
(a) For recognised political parties:

(i) Suitable rent-free accommodation for its headquarters.

(i) One rent-free telephone, with Subscriber Trunk Dialing facility
with a specified number of. telephone cails over and above the
free cails permitted to any subscriber.

(B9 For Candidates of recognized Parties:

(i) Specified quantity of petrol/diesel.

(ii) Specified quantity of paper for printing.

(iii)  Postal stamps of a certain specified amount.

(iv)  Fer an assembly electicn, one set of loudspeakers and for a
parliamentary election, ore set of loudspeakers for every
assembly segment, subiect to a maximum cf six such sets.

(/) For an assembly election, one telephone with a specifed

number cof free calls, and for a parliamentary election, at the

rate of cne telephcne for every assembly segment, subject to a

maximum of six telephones.

(vi)  On the day of poll, some minimum arrangements may be made
for the candicates’ camps at each polling station.

(vii)  Supply of refreshments and food packets to the counting
agents insice the counting hall.

(i)  Cocrdiration Ccmmittee may direct any other system or combination
of systems cf State Funding cf Elections.

9. On 16. 1/_ 2C04, the Legislative Department has been informed that the
matter has been discussed in the UPA Coordination Committee and the
Department may finalise that sropcsal. In view of the above, Ministry has stated
that the items suggestad oy the Committee on State Funding of Elections may be
censidered for implemertzticn. The Ccmmittee has envisaged Election Fund of
Rs.1200 crores. With a five year ncrmal cycle of elections, a sum of Rs.6000
crores shall cover fcr all General Electicns to the Legislative Assemblies and the

Lok Sabha,
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10.  Rule 90 of the Conduct of Election Rules, 1961 provides for a maximum
permissible expenditure of Rs.25 lakhs in case of Parliamentary Constituency and
Rs.10 lakh in case of an Assembly Constituency. ECI has recognised 6 political
parties ‘nationally’ and 45 political parties as ‘State parties. The ‘State parties’ in
their respective States and National Parties in whale of the country will be eligible
for State funding irrespective of their area of influence. A rough estimate of the
legally permissible expenditure by all the candidates contesting elections to the
Lok Sabha and Legislative Assemblies works out to Rs.4000 crores. The part of
the recommendation regarding to accommodation/telephone may not demand
allocation of huge resources. However, it is stated that allocation of time on
cable television would involve buying broadcast time on the private network or
empowering the ECI with the necessary powers.

11. Under sub-section (1) of section 78B of the Representation of the People
Act, 1951, it is provided that provisions for supply of ‘such items’ by the ECI as
are decided in consultation with it by the Central Government, to the electors or
to the candidates set up by the recognised political parties. This has aiready
been made and many of the items suggested by the Committee in State Funding
of Elections [para 1(I) (t) above] for candidates of recognized political parties
will be covered and no amendment of the above Act would be required for giving
effect to any decisicn on sucgiy of items of funding in kind.
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L. To recommend in consultation with the recognized political parties, the
quantities of the following items to be provided to recognised political
parties or to the candidates set up by them taking into considerations
the geographical features and means of communications available ete,

namely:-
(a) For recognised politicai parties:

(i)  Sultabie rent-free accommodaticn for its headquarters.

(ity Ore rent-iree telephone, with Subscriber Trunk Dialing facilicy
with @ specified number of telephone calls over and above tse
ree calls permitted to any subscriber. ‘

{ili) The amount cf time to be distributed cn private cable television
network and electronic media.

(o0 ~or Candicates sf recognized Parties;

(i) Specified cuantity of perrci/diesel,

Vi) Specified quantity of Faper for printing.

{iiy  Postal stamps of a certain specified amount

(iv) For an assembly election, cne set of loudspeakers and for a
parliamentary election, one set of loudspeakers for every
assembly segment, subject tc @ maximum of six such sets.

(v} For an zssemply clection, cne telephone with a specifieg
number of free calls, and for a parliamentary election, at the
rate of cna telephone for every assembly segment, subject to a
maximum of six telepheones.

(vi) On the Zay of poll, some mirimum arrangements may be made
for the candidates’ camps at each polling station.

(vil) Supply of refreshments and food packets to the counting
agents insice the ccunting hall.

I1. To work cut the Scheme of distributicn of the above said items so as

to te in conscrance with the Commission’s constitutional responsibility
for conducting free and fair elections.

A brief history leading o the above proposal is as under.
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i President of India in his address to the Joint Session of the Parliament on
7.6.2004 has inter-alia stated that as part of the Government’s commitment to
electoral reforms, it will consider steps to introduce State Funding of Elections.
State Funding of Elections is alsc one of the items of the NCMP of the UPA.

4. Department has observed that the growing role of money power in
election and dubious means of collecting money for elections is one of the
negative influences that have crept into the electoral system, generating the

need for corrective measures.

ot In 1972, the Joint Parliamentary Committee on Amendments tc Election
Law had suggested that steps should be initiated so that the burden of legitimate
election expenses as are borne by a candidate or a political party are
progressively shifted to the State. Subsequently, the matter was considered by a
couple of Committees and also the Law Commission of India, who have given

their suggestions.

6. Subsequently, pursuant to a decisicn taken at an all-party meeting held on
22.5.1908 the Central Government censtituted a Committee under the
Chairmanship of late Shri Indrajit Gupta to examine the pattern of State funding
in other countries where it is in vogue and suggest concrete prcposals for
providing State funding te candidates sef up by recognised political parties. The
said Committes has recommenced, inter-alia, partial State
furding of electicns, in kind only, to recognised pelitical parties and to the
candicates set up by them. The Commitice wnile recommending facilities to te
aiven te the racognised pclitical parties and candidates of these pclitical parties
including t2lephnore, accommodation, specified quantity of diesel, airtime etc.
also recommended creatior of a separate Election Fund to which the Central
Government may contribute at the rate of Rs.10/- per elector i.e. abcut Rs.600/-
crores annually and the State Gevernments may also contribute proportionately a
sum of Rs.600 creres annually to the Fund. As far as the recommendations of
the Indrajit Gupta ccmmittee on Part (b} of its terms of reference is concerned,
the Election ard Other Relatad Laws (Amendment) Act, 2003 has been enacted.

7. Based on the above recommendations of the Indrajit Gupta Cemmittee,
comments/views of the State Governments and Union Territories and the ECI
had been solicited. Except the State of Arunachal Pradesh, Haryana, Karnataka,
Rajasthan and Tamil Nadu and UT of Pondicherry, most of the States are
prepared to accept the recommendation of the Indrajit Gupta Committee,
provided that the entire funding be done by the Central Government.

3. On the directicn of PM, an approach paper was prepared oy the
Department for seeking diracticns of the Coordination Committee of the UPA on
the following, on 9.8.2004:
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(i) Whether the provisions of the Election and Other Related Laws
(Amendment) Act, 2003 for equitable sharing of time on private cable
television network and electronic media, which is pending
implementation, maybe implemented?

(i)  Whether the State funding to political parties may be provided in kind
only, as recommended by the Committee on State Funding of Election
(Indrajit Gupta Committee); and if so, the Ccordination Committee
may indicate the nature of facilities to be provided or may indicate
from the list of following facilities recommended by the Commlttee on

State Funding of Elections:-
(a) For recognised political parties:

() Suitable rent-free accommodation for its headquarters.

(ii) One rent-free telephone, with Subscriber Trunk Dialing facility
with a specified number of telephone calls over and above the
free cails permitted to any subscriber.

(2) For Candidates of recognized Parties:

(i Specified quantity of petrol/diesel.

(i) Specified quantity of paper for printing.

(i)  Postal stamps of a certain specified amount.

(iv)  Fer an assembly election, one set of loudspeakers and for a
parliamentary election, one set of loudspeakers fcr every
assembly segment, sublect to a maximum cf six such sets.

(v) For an assembly election, one telephone with a specified
number of free calls, and for a parliamentary election, at the
rate of cne telephcne for every assembly segment, subject to a
maximum of six telephones.

(vi)  On the cday of poll, some minimum arrangements may te made
for the candidates’ camps at each polling station.

(vii)  Supply of refreshments and food packets to the counting
agents inside the counting hall.

(iii)  Coordination Ccmmittee may direct any other system or combination
of systems of State Funding cf Elections.

9. On 16.12.2C04, the L=gislative Department has been informed that the
matter has been discussed in the UPA Coordination Committee and the
Department may finalise that gropcsal. In view of the above, Ministry has stated
that the items suggestad oy the Committee on State Funding of Elections may be
considered for implementzticn. The Cecmmittee has envisaged Election Fund of
Rs.1200 crores. With a2 five year ncrmal cycle of elections, a sum of Rs.6000
crores shall cover icr all General Electicns to the Legislative Assemblies and the

Lok Sabha.
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10.  Rule 90 of the Conduct of Election Rules, 1961 provides for a maximum
permiscible expenditure of Rs.25 lakhs in case of Parliamentary Canstituency and
Rs.10 lakh in case of an Assembly Constituency. ECI has recognised 6 political
parties ‘nationally’ and 45 political parties as ‘State parties. The ‘State parties’ in
their respective States and National Parties in whole of the country will be eiigible
for State funding irrespective of their area of influence. A rough estimate of the
legally permissible expenditure by all the candidates contesting elections to the
Lok Sabha and Legislative Assemblies works out to Rs.4000 crores. The part of
the recommendation regarding to accommodation/telephone may not demand
allocation of huge resources. However, it is stated that allocation of time on
cable television would involve buying broadcast time on the private network or
empowering the ECI with the necessary powers.

11.  Under sub-section (1) of section 78B of the Representation of the People
Act, 1951, it is provided that provisions for supply of ‘such items’ by the ECI as
are decided in consultation with it by the Central Government, to the electcrs or
to the candidates set up by the recognised politicai parties. This has aiready
been made and many of the items suggested by the Committee in State Funding
of Elections [para 1(I) (c} abcve] for candidates of recognized political parties
will be covered and no amendment of the above Act would be required for giving
effact to any decisicn on supply of items of funding in kind.
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