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UYSURY: In modern languago this term denotes
P

o rate of interest greater than that which the law Of

—bHc opin ormits; bub the Biblical law, in all

Jealings among sraelites, forbids all * increase” of

the debt by reason of lapse of time Of forbearance, bC

the rate of interest high o low, while it does not

impose 8By limit in dealings between Isvaelites and

Gentiles. Hence in discussing Jewish law the

words “interest n gnd “usury” may pe used indis-

criminately.
There are three Biblical passages which forbid the

taking of interest in the case of © prothers,” but

which permit, or seemingly enjoin, it when the bor-

rower i8 & Gentile, npamely, EX. xxii, 24; Lev. 3XV.

36, 37: Deut. x xiii. 20, 21.
i

The Hebrew ~ord for cusury 73 @ neshek,” mean- 1

ing literally “abite. ? from it8 painfulness to the debt-

or: whilein Lev. XXV. 36, 37 “ increasc » js the ren-

dering of the Hebrew arbit” or * tarbit”_which

Jenotes the gain on ihe creditor's side, and which
11 t ”

in ihe later Hebrew becomes ribbit, Lending on

gsury or increase is classed by TZekiel (xviil. 18, 17)

among the worst of sins. Qee also Ps. XV., in which

among the attributes of the ‘righteods man is reck-

t he does not lend on usury.
'

|

oned the fact tha| TTho Talmud (8. M. Bifiiflwefls on Ezek. xviil.
| e

18 (Hebr.): «He has lent on usury ; he has taken

t I aving _done all

interest; he ghall sure

these abomijnations” ; ©

Tonibition of usury in Lev. XXV. 36 closes: “Thou
and on the further

shalt be afraid of th:* od"; ‘

words In which Lize =1 (l.c.) refersto the usurer:

« e shall surely suffer death; his blood is upon

nim™; hence the jender oninterest is compared to

]

_the shedder of blood.
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